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[67 FR 79439, Dec. 27, 2002, as amended at 69 FR 58852, Oct. 1, 2004; 69 FR 76870, Dec. 23, 2004;

77 FR 769, Jan. 6, 2012; 77 FR 20567, Apr. 5, 2012]

§571.404 Standard No. 404; Platform
lift installations in motor vehicles.

S1. Scope. This standard specifies re-
quirements for vehicles equipped with
platform lifts used to assist persons
with limited mobility in entering or
leaving a vehicle.

S2. Purpose. The purpose of this
standard is to prevent injuries and fa-
talities to passengers and bystanders
during the operation of platform lifts
installed in motor vehicles.

S3  Application. This standard applies
to motor vehicles manufactured on and
after July 1, 2005, that are equipped
with a platform lift designed to carry
standing passengers who may be aided
by canes or walkers, as well as persons
seated in wheelchairs, scooters, and
other mobility aids, into and out of the
vehicle.

S4. Requirements.

S4.1 Installation requirements.

S4.1.1 Lift-equipped buses, school
buses, and MPVs other than motor
homes with a GVWR greater than 4,536
kg (10,000 1b) must be equipped with a
public use lift certified as meeting Fed-
eral Motor Vehicle Safety Standard
No. 403, Lift Systems for Motor Vehi-
cles (49 CFR 571.403).

S4.1.2 Lift-equipped motor vehicles,
other than ones subject to paragraph
S4.1.1, must be equipped with a plat-
form 1lift certified as meeting either
the public use lift or private use lift re-
quirements of Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard No. 403, Lift Systems
for Motor Vehicles (49 CFR 571.403).

S4.1.3 Platform lifts must be in-
stalled in the vehicle in accordance
with the installation instructions or
procedures provided pursuant to S6.13
of Standard 403. The vehicle must be of

1079



§571.500

a type identified in the installation in-
structions as appropriate for the plat-
form 1lift as certified by the platform
lift manufacturer.

S4.1.4 The platform lift, as installed,
must continue to comply with all the
applicable requirements of Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 403,
Lift Systems for Motor Vehicles (49
CFR 571.403).

S4.1.5 Platform Lighting on public use
lifts. Public-use lifts must be provided
with a light or set of lights that pro-
vide at least 22 Im/m2 or 22 Lux (2 Im/
ft2 or 2 foot-candles) of illumination on
all portions of the surface of the plat-
form when the platform is at the vehi-
cle floor level. Additionally, a light or
set of lights must provide at least 11
Im/m?2 or 11 Lux (1 1m/ft2 or 1 foot-can-
dle) of illumination on all portions of
the surface of the platform and all por-
tions of the surface of the passenger-
unloading ramp at ground level. In
preparation for taking illumination
measurements, operate the vehicle en-
gine by idling or driving the test vehi-
cle, with the vehicle’s HVAC system
turned off, for a minimum of 20 min-
utes, after which the engine is turned
off. Illumination measurements are
then recorded no later than 10 minutes
after the time the engine is turned off,
with the vehicle in a location where
there is no apparent ambient light, and
with the sensing element of the meas-
uring device within 50 mm (2 inches) of
the platform surface being measured.

S4.2 Vehicle owner’s manual insert re-
quirements. If the vehicle is equipped
with an owner’s manual, the owner’s
manual must contain the inserts pro-
vided by the lift manufacturer pursu-
ant to $6.12 of 49 CFR 571.403.

S4.3 Control panel switches.

S4.3.1 Instructions regarding the
platform 1lift operating procedures, in-
cluding backup operations, as specified
by S6.7.8 of 49 CFR 571.403, must be per-
manently affixed to a location adjacent
to the controls.

S4.3.2 Public use lift: In addition to
meeting the requirements of S4.3.1, for
vehicles equipped with public use lifts,
as defined in 49 CFR 571.403, any and all
controls provided for the lift by the
platform lift manufacturer other than
those provided for back-up operation of
the platform lift specified in S5.9 of 49

49 CFR Ch. V (10-1-14 Edition)

CFR 571.403, must be located together
and in a position such that the control
operator has a direct, unobstructed
view of the platform lift passenger and/
or their mobility aid throughout the
lift’s range of passenger operation. Ad-
ditional power controls and controls
for back-up operation of the lift may be
located in other positions.

[67 FR 794561, Dec. 27, 2002, as amended at 69
FR 58855, Oct. 1, 2004; 69 FR 76870, Dec. 23,
2004; 77 FR 205671, Apr. 5, 2012]

§571.500 Standard No. 500; Low-speed
vehicles.

S1. Scope. This standard specifies re-
quirements for low-speed vehicles.

S2. Purpose. The purpose of this
standard is to ensure that low-speed
vehicles operated on the public streets,
roads, and highways are equipped with
the minimum motor vehicle equipment
appropriate for motor vehicle safety.

S3. Applicability. This standard ap-
plies to low-speed vehicles.

S4. [Reserved.]

S5. Requirements.

(a) When tested in accordance with
test conditions in S6 and test proce-
dures in S7, the maximum speed at-
tainable in 1.6 km (1 mile) by each low-
speed vehicle shall not more than 40
kilometers per hour (25 miles per hour).

(b) Each low-speed vehicle shall be
equipped with:

(1) Headlamps,

(2) Front and rear turn signal lamps,

(3) Taillamps,

(4) Stop lamps,

(5) Reflex reflectors: one red on each
side as far to the rear as practicable,
and one red on the rear,

(6) An exterior mirror mounted on
the driver’s side of the vehicle and ei-
ther an exterior mirror mounted on the
passenger’s side of the vehicle or an in-
terior mirror,

(7) A parking brake,

(8) A windshield that conforms to the
Federal motor vehicle safety standard
on glazing materials (49 CFR 571.205).

(9) A VIN that conforms to the re-
quirements of part 565 Vehicle Identi-
fication Number of this chapter, and

(10) A Type 1 or Type 2 seat belt as-
sembly conforming to Sec. 571.209 of
this part, Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 209, Seat belt assemblies,
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